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LU-G1,13,2.4.1 Goals - 
Urban Growth Areas

 UGAs shall be consistent with the following 
criteria:
a. Each UGA shall provide sufficient urban land 
to accommodate future 
population/employment projections through 
the designated planning period; 
b. Lands included within UGAs shall either be 
already characterized by urban growth or 
directly adjacent to such lands; 
c. Existing urban land uses and densities 
should be included within UGAs; 
d. UGAs shall provide a balance of industrial, 
commercial, and residential lands; 
e. Each UGA shall have the anticipated 
financial capability to provide 
infrastructure/services needed in the areas 
over the planning period under adopted 
concurrency standards; 
f. Protect natural resource lands and critical 
areas; 
g. Encourage the conversion of undeveloped 
lands into urban densities (infill); 
h. Provide for the efficient provision of public 
services; 

       

Maintain large-scale, high intensity land uses in urban growth areas to 
accommodate housing and employment for the next 20-years, reduce 
costs, and reduce development pressure on agricultural and resource 
lands. UGAs shall be consistent with the following criteria:
a. Each UGA shall provide sufficient urban land to accommodate future 
population/employment projections through the designated planning 
period; 
b. Lands included within UGAs shall either be already characterized by 
urban growth or directly adjacent to such lands; 
c. Existing urban land uses and densities should be included within 
UGAs; 
d. UGAs shall provide a balance of industrial, commercial, and 
residential lands; 
e. Each UGA shall have the anticipated financial capability to provide 
infrastructure/services needed in the areas over the planning period 
under adopted concurrency standards; 
f. Protect natural resource lands and critical areas; 
g. Encourage the conversion of undeveloped lands into urban densities 
(infill); 
h. Provide for the efficient provision of public services; 
i. Promote a variety of residential densities; and 
j. Include sufficient vacant and buildable land.

These goals are following the state requirements for land 
use elements but are not customized to Kittitas County 
which makes them very difficult to implement or ensure 
that they are upholding the vision of the Community. 
Recommend condensing GMA requirements to 1 land use 
policy to ensure consistency with RCW. Some policies can 
be created to ensure this over time. Consolidate with new 
Goal LU-G1

LU-G2,14,2.4.1 Goals Promote the development of large-scale, high-
intensity urban land uses within the UGA where 
there is supporting infrastructure.

Promote the development of large-scale, high-intensity urban land uses 
within the UGA where there is supporting infrastructure.

Policy was combined with new Goal LU-G1.

LU-G3,14,2.4.1 Goals Development densities, intensities or uses that 
require urban level of services should not be 
allowed outside of urban areas. 

Development densities, intensities or uses that require urban level of 
services should not be allowed outside of urban areas. 

It is largely against the GMA to allow urban densities and 
intensities outside of Urban Growth Areas. This is already 
covered well in other policies. The rural and resource 
policies also discourage urban densities and intensities. 

LU-G4,14,2.4.1 Goals Maintain a flexible balance of land uses which 
will protect, preserve, and enhance the rural 
character, historical forest lands, agricultural 
industries, mineral lands, and high-quality 
environment

Maintain a flexible balance of land uses which will protect, preserve, and 
enhance the rural character, historical forest lands, agricultural 
industries, mineral lands, and high-quality environment.

There are individual policies established  for rural character, 
forest lands, mineral lands, and ag lands that discuss 
preservation and protection this does not need to repeated. 
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LU-G5,14,2.4.1 Goals Collaborate with cities to participate in the 
County’s 
transfer of development rights (TDR) program, 
to encourage and promote the protection of 
Rural Lands, Resource Lands and frequently 
flooded areas  

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

LU-G6,14,2.4.1 Goals Identify, designate, and protect agriculture 
transportation corridors that facilitate farm 
use. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

LU-G7,14,2.4.1 Goals Identify, protect, preserve and restore sites 
that  contain resources of cultural, 
archaeological, historic, educational, or 
scientific value or significance.

No recommended change. Move to Goal LU-G4

LU-P1,14,2.4.2 Policies Minimize the cost of providing public services 
and utilities by directing urban growth and 
development to areas where public roads and 
services can support such growth.

Minimize the cost of providing public services and utilities by directing 
Concentrate urban growth and development to urban growth areas 
where public roads and services can support such growth to reduce 
costs.

Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1. Consolidate LU-P1, LU-
P2, LU-P6.

LU-P2,14,2.4.2 Policies Reduce the conversion of land for 
development and concentrate future growth in 
urban growth areas.

Reduce the conversion of land for development and concentrate future 
growth in urban growth areas.

Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1. Consolidate LU-P1, LU-
P2, LU-P6.

LU-P3,14,2.4.2 Policies Promote areas where compatible mixed 
commercial and industrial uses can be sited.

Promote areas where compatible mixed commercial and industrial uses 
can be sited.

Identify actions that are feasible for the County to 
accomplish over the next 10-20 years to help promote sited 
mixed commercial and industrial.

LU-P4,14,2.4.2 Policies - 
Urban Growth Areas

Pursue consistency in development 
regulations in urban growth areas with 
adjacent cities. This may be accomplished 
through: Potential Annexation Areas (PAAs); 
Coordination through the Conference of 
Governments; Development of Interlocal 
agreements; and Use of overlay zones such as 
Rural Transition Zones.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1

LU-P5,14,2.4.2 Policies - 
Urban Growth Areas

Expansion of a UGA shall be characterized by 
urban development and be supported by 
population forecasts and land capacity 
analysis.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1

LU-P6,14,2.4.2 Policies Any UGA expansions should preserve rural 
areas.

Any UGA expansions should preserve rural areas. This Policy is difficult to measure without any established 
metrics. There are other policies discouraging the 
expansion of urban growth areas. 

LU-P7,15,2.4.2 Policies Promote infill development of vacant or under-
utilized properties.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1.
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LU-P8,15,2.4.2 Policies Promote green building and environmental 
stewardship through development regulations. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G2

LU-P9,15,2.4.2 Policies Encourage future subarea planning efforts to 
more directly implement land use and 
economic development measures.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

LU-P10,15,2.4.2 Policies: 
Industrial Land Use Policies

Ensure an adequate supply of appropriate land 
in parcel sizes adequate to allow for future 
development as industrial uses or the 
expansion of existing industrial uses.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G3

LU-P11,15,2.4.2 Policies: 
Industrial Land Use Policies

Plan capital facility and infrastructure 
investments to facilitate the development of 
lands designated for industrial uses.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G3

LU-P12,15,2.4.2 Policies: 
Industrial Land Use Policies

Designate industrial land in areas convenient 
to utilities, fire protection, and to major 
transportation facilities (air, rail, freeway). 
Industrial developments may be located 
beyond UGAs  

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G3

LU-P13,15,2.4.2 Policies: 
Industrial Land Use Policies

Industrial uses located adjacent to residential 
areas or along scenic routes should be 
situated so as to minimize impacts on those 
areas. These industrial uses should provide 
screening and other measures to achieve 
compatibility

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G3

LU-P14,15,2.4.2 Policies: 
Historical and Cultural 
Land Use

Collaborate with the Department of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation and the 
Yakama Nation to protect historic lands and 
cultural resources in the County. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4

LU-P15,15,2.4.2 Policies: 
Historical and Cultural 
Land Use

Support initiatives to improve public 
awareness of historic lands and cultural 
resources, for example, interpretive exhibits, 
signage, or formal designation on local, state, 
or federal registries  

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4

LU-P16,15,2.4.2 Policies: 
Historical and Cultural 
Land Use

Historic and archeological features designated 
by the County should be preserved and 
protected from any development. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4
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LU-P17,15,2.4.2 Policies: 
Commercial Land Use

Evaluate, monitor, and improve development 
standards to ensure compatibility between 
adjacent commercial and non�commercial 
uses through bulk, height, and scale 
standards. 

Review options with the County. Identify a few actions that are feasible for the County to 
accomplish over the next 10-20 years to help promote sited 
mixed commercial and industrial. Then revise policy.

LU-P18,15,2.4.2 Policies: 
Commercial Land Use

Ensure the adequate supply of developable 
property to accommodate the siting of new, 
and the expansion of existing, commercial 
uses.

Ensure the adequate supply of developable property to accommodate 
the siting of new, and the expansion of existing, commercial uses. Work 
with cities and other partners to understand future market trends and 
proactively assess commercial and industrial land base needs to 
achieve identified economic goals.

This policy seems like a large responsibility and may not 
yield feasible steps to take. 

LU-P19,15,2.4.2 Policies: 
Airports

Maintain an Airport Layout Plan for the Kittitas 
County Airport (Bowers Field) in conformance 
with the Federal Aviation Administration and 
Washington State Department of 
Transportation Aviation Division. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G6

LU-P20,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Airports

Consider aviation easements in the airport 
overlay zone(s) where appropriate to ensure 
compatibility. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G6

LU-P21,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Airports

The County will continue to implement the 
following Federal Aviation Administration 
safety zones within the airport overlay zone(s) 
to protect airport operations and reduce safety 
risks: Inner Safety Zone; Inner Turning Zone; 
Outer Safety Zone; Sideline Zone; and Traffic 
Pattern Zone

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G6

LU-P22,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Airports

Encourage aviation-related land uses in the 
airport overlay zone(s), provided that the FAA 
airport design criteria are met. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G6

LU-P23,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Airports

Promote economic development and 
employment opportunities for the Airport 
Industrial Zone and Bowers Field Overlay Zone 
through the Airport Master Plan.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G6
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LU-P24,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Airports

Establish zoning standards which will ensure 
that industrial uses will not impact airborne 
aircraft because of height structures, smoke, 
glare, lights which shine upward, and radio 
transmissions, nor any water impoundments 
or sanitary landfills which would create 
hazards from waterfowl to airborne aircraft.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G6

LU-P25,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Airports

Promote renewable energy developments and 
industries within the Bowers Field Overlay 
Zone.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G6

LU-P26,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Master Planned Resorts 
(MPR)

Any MPR shall be planned and designed to 
minimize impact upon the rural character of 
Kittitas County by examining the entire site or 
area and adjacent lands and communities and 
shall avoid significant negative impacts upon 
surrounding areas. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G7

LU-P27,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Master Planned Resorts 
(MPR)

A MPR should maintain and enhance the 
surrounding and critical area physical 
environment. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G7

LU-P28,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Master Planned Resorts 
(MPR)

Natural and man-made recreational facilities 
and opportunities shall be the central focus of 
a MPR. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G7

LU-P29,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Master Planned Resorts 
(MPR)

Recreational facilities must be included with 
initial development phases of a MPR.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G7

LU-P30,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Master Planned Resorts 
(MPR)

A MPR should have a primary focus on short-
term visitor accommodations, including 
vacation and second homes. Other residential 
uses may be permitted within a MPR.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G7

LU-P31,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Master Planned Resorts 
(MPR)

An adequate supply of affordable employee 
housing within a MPR, or within a reasonable 
distance of a MPR, should be demonstrated. If 
this supply cannot be demonstrated, steps 
should be taken to mitigate the lack of 
affordable housing supply, so that an 
unreasonable burden is not placed on the 
affordable housing markets of surrounding 
communities.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G7
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Land Use, Rural, Resource, Housing Elements PRELIMINARY DRAFT POLICY REVIEW 
Red Text = new language proposed, Strike through text is proposed to be removed,

Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update

Goal/Policy, Page 
Number, Subheading

Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text 
Copied from 2021 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Notes/Reasoning from Consultant

LU-P32,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Master Planned Resorts 
(MPR)

Public facilities, utilities, and services will be 
provided to MPRs within UGAs, so long as all 
costs associated with such extensions, 
capacity increases, and services are borne by 
the MPR. Such public facilities, utilities, and 
service providers may include the County, the 
cities and towns within the County, water and 
sewer districts, and owners of water systems. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G7

LU-P33,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Master Planned Resorts 
(MPR)

MPR facilities, utilities, and services shall be 
designed to accommodate only the projected 
needs of the resort users. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G7

LU-P34,16,2.4.2 Policies: 
Master Planned Resorts 
(MPR)

Construction of a MPR and all necessary on-
site and off-site capital facilities and utilities 
infrastructure must be concurrent.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G7

LU-P35,17,2.4.2 Policies: 
Master Planned Resorts 
(MPR)

All school district facility and service impacts 
shall be mitigated by the MPR on a fair and 
proportionate basis, and review and mitigation 
of impacts on affected school districts may 
take into consideration the relatively low 
student population typically generated by a 
MPR

No recommended change. Consolidate with new goal LU-G7

LU-P36,17,2.4.2 Policies: 
Historical Lands

The County shall work with the Department of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation and the 
Yakama Nation to protect historic lands and 
cultural resources in the County. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4

LU-P37,17,2.4.2 Policies: 
Historical Lands

The County shall support initiatives to improve 
public awareness of historic lands and cultural 
resources, for example, through interpretive 
exhibits, signage, or through formal 
designation on local, State, or federal 
registries. However, the County recognizes the 
need to keep the location of some historic sites 
from public knowledge, such as areas known 
to contain archeological remains, to avoid 
disturbance and damage. 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4
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Land Use, Rural, Resource, Housing Elements PRELIMINARY DRAFT POLICY REVIEW 
Red Text = new language proposed, Strike through text is proposed to be removed,

Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update

Goal/Policy, Page 
Number, Subheading

Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text 
Copied from 2021 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Notes/Reasoning from Consultant

LU-P38,17,2.4.3 Private 
Property and Water Rights: 
Property Rights

Kittitas County will place a high priority in the 
Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan on the 
following State goal:
RCW 36.70A.020(6) Property Rights. Private 
property shall not be taken for public use 
without just compensation having been made. 
The property rights of landowners shall be 
protected from arbitrary and discriminatory 

i  

Kittitas County will place a high priority in the Kittitas County 
Comprehensive Plan on the following State goal:
RCW 36.70A.020(6) Property Rights. Private property shall not be taken 
for public use without just compensation having been made. The 
property rights of landowners shall be protected from arbitrary and 
discriminatory actions. 

This is a federal law and does not identify any actions on the 
Counties part to execute over the next 10-20. Federal laws 
are required to upheld regardless.

LU-P39,18,2.4.3 Private 
Property and Water Rights: 
Water Rights

The County will continue to support 
development and implementation of the 
Yakima Basin Integrated Management Plan to 
support water supply for agricultural lands

No recommended change.

LU-P40,18,2.4.3 Private 
Property and Water Rights: 
Water Rights

Kittitas County may place limitations on the 
establishment of new uses of groundwater 
based on the county’s authority to protect 
ground and surface water.

No recommended change.

LU-P41,18,2.4.3 Private 
Property and Water Rights: 
Water Rights

Kittitas County finds that new uses of 
groundwater that are not mitigated in the 
Yakima River drainage basin threaten to 
interfere with senior water rights and stream 
flows and create a public health and safety 
threat that warrants application of provisions 
set forth in Kittitas County Code to existing lots 
as allowed by RCW 58.17.170(3).

No recommended change.

LU-P42,18,2.4.3 Private 
Property and Water Rights: 
Water Rights

In the rural areas, development that is less 
dense and features larger lot sizes will be 
favored.

No recommended change. This policy is written with limited conditions to define what 
"less dense" and "larger lot sizes" and may be difficult to 
implement over time. Recommend adding specificity.

Visit https://www.kittitascounty2026.com/ for more information. To provide public comment on public draft policies email: cds@co.kittitas.wa.us Page 7
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LU-P43,20,2.4.6 Urban 
Growth Areas

Kittitas County shall seek consistency in 
development regulations in urban growth areas 
with adjacent cities and when appropriate 
where rural development may impact future 
urban growth. This may be accomplished 
through:
Coordination through the Conference of 
Governments
Development of Interlocal agreements
Use of overlay zones such as Rural Transition 

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1

LU-P44,20,2.4.6 Urban 
Growth Areas

All future development should consider the 
development’s adaptability to both public and 
private utilities such as municipal water and 
sewer systems.

All future development should consider the development’s adaptability 
to both public and private utilities such as municipal water and sewer 
systems.

If the County cannot identify what actions would require the 
developer to "consider" future adaptability then the policy 
should be removed to encourage transparent policies and 
accompanying development regulations.

LU-P45,20,2.4.6 Urban 
Growth Areas

Expansion of the UGA shall be encouraged in 
areas least suited for agriculture and areas not 
impacted by critical areas.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1. 

LU-P46,20,2.4.6 Urban 
Growth Areas

In UGAs where there is an absence of urban 
utilities, a system of subdivision and 
development should be encouraged which 
would produce a pattern capable of re�division 
to a higher density at such time when utilities 
are available

In UGAs where there is an absence of urban utilities, a system of 
subdivision and development should be encouraged which would 
produce a pattern capable of re�division to a higher density at such time 
when utilities are available.

If there is no action that allows the County to encourage this 
then the policy should be removed. 

LU-P47,20,2.4.6 Urban 
Growth Areas

Encourage and accommodate future 
expansion of utilities and roadways in a logical 
manner for new development in urban growth 
areas. Expansion of utilities and roadways 
shall not be made exclusively to accommodate 
new development outside of urban growth 
areas.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1

LU-P48,20,2.4.6 Urban 
Growth Areas

Adopt urban growth area (UGA) boundaries to 
accommodate residential and employment 
increases projected within the boundaries over 
the next 20 years.

Adopt urban growth area (UGA) boundaries to accommodate residential 
and employment increases projected within the boundaries over the 
next 20 years.

Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1. This is largely repeating 
state law, converted some language in the goal to 
acknowledge this.

Visit https://www.kittitascounty2026.com/ for more information. To provide public comment on public draft policies email: cds@co.kittitas.wa.us Page 8
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LU-P49,20,2.4.6 Urban 
Growth Areas

The County should develop a study area 
around each Urban Growth Area that may lead 
to the development of a Rural Transition Zone 
overlay. The study area should consider but not 
be limited to:
Strategies to accommodate urban 
development in the 20-to-50-year planning 
horizon
Shadow platting to plan for and accommodate 
future development
Transfer of Development Rights receiving areas
Use of Cluster Development
Urban design standards consistent with 
adjacent or nearby cities

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1

LU-P50,21,2.4.6 Urban 
Growth Areas

The UGAs shall be consistent with the 
following criteria:
a) Each UGA shall provide sufficient urban land 
to accommodate future 
population/employment projections through 
the designated planning period;
b) Lands included within UGAs shall either be 
already characterized by urban growth or 
directly adjacent to such lands;
c) Existing urban land uses and densities 
should be included within UGAs;
d) UGAs shall provide a balance of industrial, 
commercial, and residential lands;
e) Each UGA shall have the anticipated 
financial capability to provide 
infrastructure/services needed in the areas 
over the planning period under adopted 
concurrency standards;
f) Protect natural resource and critical areas;
g) Encourage the conversion of undeveloped 
lands into urban densities (infill);
h) Provide for the efficient provision of public 
services;
i) Promote a variety of residential densities; 

The UGAs shall be consistent with the following criteria:
a) Each UGA shall provide sufficient urban land to accommodate future 
population/employment projections through the designated planning 
period;
b) Lands included within UGAs shall either be already characterized by 
urban growth or directly adjacent to such lands;
c) Existing urban land uses and densities should be included within 
UGAs;
d) UGAs shall provide a balance of industrial, commercial, and 
residential lands;
e) Each UGA shall have the anticipated financial capability to provide 
infrastructure/services needed in the areas over the planning period 
under adopted concurrency standards;
f) Protect natural resource and critical areas;
g) Encourage the conversion of undeveloped lands into urban densities 
(infill);
h) Provide for the efficient provision of public services;
i) Promote a variety of residential densities; and,
j) Include sufficient vacant and buildable land.

 This is repeated twice in the plan.

Visit https://www.kittitascounty2026.com/ for more information. To provide public comment on public draft policies email: cds@co.kittitas.wa.us Page 9
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LU-P51,21,2.4.6 Urban 
Growth Areas

Per RCW 36.70A.060 forest land and 
agricultural land located within urban growth 
areas shall not be designated by a county or a 
city as forest land or agricultural land of long-
term commercial significance under RCW 
36.70A.170, unless the city or county has 
enacted a program authorizing transfer or 
purchase of development rights.

Per RCW 36.70A.060 forest land and agricultural land located within 
urban growth areas shall not be designated by a county or a city as forest 
land or agricultural land of long-term commercial significance under 
RCW 36.70A.170, unless the city or county has enacted a program 
authorizing transfer or purchase of development rights.

This is directly repeating state law which is appliable 
whether or not a policy in the County plan acknowledges it. 
This should be removed to improve the useability of the 
plan.

LU-P52,21,2.4.6 Urban 
Growth Areas

Lands designated agriculture, mineral 
resource, or forest lands of long-term 
significance shall not be used to expand an 
urban growth area.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G1

LU-P53,21,2.4.7 
Commercial Land Use

Kittitas County will act to preserve the viability 
and integrity of existing business districts 
within the incorporated and unincorporated 
County.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G5

LU-P54,21,2.4.7 
Commercial Land Use

Most comparison shopping (general 
merchandise, clothing, appliance, auto, 
sporting goods) should be located in or near 
existing business districts.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G5

LU-P55,21,2.4.7 
Commercial Land Use

Home occupations and cottage industries 
which result in accumulations of vehicles, 
appliances, or other materials should be 
regulated and required to provide sight 
screening from adjacent properties and 
roadways

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G5

LU-P56,21,2.4.7 
Commercial Land Use

Highways and roads should not be developed 
with new commercial sites without compelling 
reasons and supporting economic data. 
Expansion and full development of existing 
business districts is encouraged.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G5

LU-P57,22,2.4.7 
Commercial Land Use

Designate sufficient available land for 
specialized commercial uses that are by their 
nature compatible with residential, 
agricultural, recreational, and other general 
land use types

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G5

LU-P58,22,2.4.7 
Commercial Land Use

Promote large-scale commercial development 
within the UGAs by encouraging infrastructure 
improvements and new business recruitment

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G5
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LU-P59,22,2.4.7 
Commercial Land Use

Promote small-scale commercial development 
outside of UGAs when compatible with 
adjacent land uses

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G5

LU-P60,22,2.4.7 
Commercial Land Use

Encourage an adequate inventory of 
developable property to accommodate the 
siting of new, and the expansion of existing, 
commercial uses

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G5

LU-P61,22,2.4.7 
Commercial Land Use

Identify areas where mixed commercial and 
industrial uses can be sited if compatibility is 
evident

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G5

LU-P62,22,2.4.8 Industrial 
Land Use

Location of Industrial Land. The County should 
designate sufficient industrial land located in 
areas convenient to utilities, fire protection, 
and to major transportation facilities (air, rail, 
freeway). Industrial developments may be 
permitted beyond urban growth areas, when 
zoning allows

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G3

LU-P63,22,2.4.8 Industrial 
Land Use

Compatibility. Industry located adjacent to 
residential areas or along scenic routes should 
be situated so as to minimize impacts on those 
areas and should provide screening and other 
measures to achieve compatibility

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G3
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LU-P64,22,2.4.8 Industrial 
Land Use

“Major Industrial Developments” may be 
approved within Kittitas County as authorized 
by the general principles of RCW 36.70A.365. 
“Major Industrial Developments” means a 
master planned location for a specific 
manufacturing, industrial or commercial 
business that: 
a) Requires a parcel of land so large that no 
suitable parcels are available within an urban 
growth area; or
b) Is a natural resource based industry 
requiring a location near agricultural land, 
forestland or mineral resource land upon 
which it is dependent. The major industrial 
development shall not be for the purpose of 
retail commercial development or multi-tenant 
office parks.
It is the intent of the above provisions that the 
Major Industrial Development policies are 
solely intended to identify a nonexclusive list of 
rural areas that possibly could be considered 
in the future for Major Industrial Development. 
This listing does not in any way designate those 
listed areas as industrial development sites, 

      

“Major Industrial Developments” may be approved within Kittitas County 
as authorized by the general principles of RCW 36.70A.365. “Major 
Industrial Developments” means a master planned location for a 
specific manufacturing, industrial or commercial business that: 
a) Requires a parcel of land so large that no suitable parcels are 
available within an urban growth area; or
b) Is a natural resource based industry requiring a location near 
agricultural land, forestland or mineral resource land upon which it is 
dependent. The major industrial development shall not be for the 
purpose of retail commercial development or multi-tenant office parks.
It is the intent of the above provisions that the Major Industrial 
Development policies are solely intended to identify a nonexclusive list 
of rural areas that possibly could be considered in the future for Major 
Industrial Development. This listing does not in any way designate those 
listed areas as industrial development sites, nor does it authorize 
industrial development sites within rural Kittitas County. Major Industrial 
Development sites will only be approved and designated in the future if 
and when appropriate policies have been developed, amendments to 
the County-Wide Planning Policies have been made, and the 
Comprehensive Plan has been amended to reflect such amendments.

Consolidate with new Goal LU-G3. The second paragraph of 
this policy does not identify any actions and may be better 
suited somewhere else in the Comprehensive plan

LU-P65,23,2.4.9 Kittitas 
County Airport

The County shall maintain an Airport Layout 
Plan for the Kittitas County Airport (Bowers 
Field) in conformance with the Federal Aviation 
Administration. The area contained in the FAR 
Part 77 should be designated as the Airport 
Overlay Zone  

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G6

LU-P66,23,2.4.9 Kittitas 
County Airport

The County should consider aviation 
easements in the Airport Overlay Zone.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G6

LU-P67,23,2.4.9 Kittitas 
County Airport

The County should consider notifying all 
property owners within the Airport Overlay 
Zone of airport activities.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G6
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LU-P68,23,2.4.9 Kittitas 
County Airport

The County should adopt the following safety 
zones within the Airport Overlay Zone:
Inner Safety Zone
Inner Turning Zone
Outer Safety Zone
Sideline Zone
Traffic Pattern Zone

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G6

LU-P69,23,2.4.9 Kittitas 
County Airport

All aviation related land uses should be 
considered acceptable in the area designated 
as “industrial,” provided that the FAA airport 
design criteria are met.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G6

LU-P70,23,2.4.9 Kittitas 
County Airport

The County should promote economic 
development and employment opportunities 
for the Airport Industrial Zone and Bowers Field 
Overlay Zone.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G6

LU-P71,23,2.4.9 Kittitas 
County Airport

The County should establish zoning standards 
which will insure that the industrial uses will 
not impact airborne aircraft because of height 
structures, smoke, glare, lights which shine 
upward, and radio transmissions, nor any 
water impoundments or sanitary landfills 
which would create hazards from waterfowl to 
airborne aircraft.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G6

LU-P72,23,2.4.9 Kittitas 
County Airport

The County should promote renewable energy 
developments and industries within the 
Bowers Field Overlay Zone

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G6

LU-P73,25,2.8 Cultural, 
Archaeological and 
Historical Resources

Minimize the risk of disturbing cultural, 
archaeological and historic resources within 
Kittitas County.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4

LU-P74,26,2.8 Cultural, 
Archaeological and 
Historical Resources

Prevent the destruction of or damage to any 
site having cultural, archaeological, historic, 
scientific, or educational value as identified by 
the appropriate authorities, including affected 
Indian tribes and DAHP.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4
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LU-P75,26,2.8 Cultural, 
Archaeological and 
Historical Resources

Consult with professional archaeologists, 
DAHP, and affected Native American tribes, 
before permitting or otherwise approving the 
use of development of shoreline areas 
containing cultural, archaeological, or historic 
resources

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4

LU-P76,26,2.8 Cultural, 
Archaeological and 
Historical Resources

Consult with professional archaeologists, 
DAHP, and affected Native American tribes to 
establish procedures for salvaging cultural, 
archaeological, or historic resources, and/or 
for maintaining such resources in an 
undisturbed location.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4

LU-P77,26,2.8 Cultural, 
Archaeological and 
Historical Resources

Make informed specific land use decisions 
based upon information provided by DAHP or 
Native American tribes.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4

LU-P78,26,2.8 Cultural, 
Archaeological and 
Historical Resources

Ensure the use of the best available 
information, technology, and techniques in 
identifying, protecting, preserving, and 
restoring cultural, archaeological, and historic 
resources

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4

LU-P79,26,2.8 Cultural, 
Archaeological and 
Historical Resources

Consult with DAHP and affected Native 
American tribes as appropriate in 
implementing the cultural, archaeological, and 
historic resources goals, objectives, policies, 
and regulations contained in a variety of 
Kittitas County codes.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal LU-G4

H-G1,34,3.3 Housing Goals Support strategies that increase and maintain 
the availability of affordable housing for all 
income levels throughout the county.

No recommended change.

H-G2,34,3.3 Housing Goals Encourage mixed residential and commercial 
development close to employment 
opportunities, public transportation, and 
social and health services within Urban Growth 
Areas

H-G3,34,3.3 Housing Goals Provide equitable housing options to allow 
residents with supported living needs to live as 
independently as possible throughout the 
County.
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H-G4,34,3.3 Housing Goals Encourage large employers and educational 
institutions to support housing options for their 
employees.

No recommended change. Convert the goal to a policy associated with Goal H-G2

H-G5,34,3.3 Housing Goals Encourage the development of housing types 
compatible with workforce and student 
housing lifestyles.

No recommended change. Convert the goal to a policy associated with Goal H-G2

H-G6,34,3.3 Housing Goals Allow for the development of accessory 
dwelling units and cooperative housing (multi-
family) within Urban Growth Areas and in 
mixed-use (commercial/residential) corridors.

No recommended change. Convert the goal to a policy associated with Goal H-G2

H-G7,34,3.3 Housing Goals Provide a sufficient number of housing units for 
future populations in rural areas of Kittitas 
County while maintaining environmental 
corridors and quality habitats.

H-G8,34,3.3 Housing Goals Provide for future populations while protecting 
individual property rights

Provide for future populations while protecting individual property rights. 
Provide for future populations while preserving existing housing stock 
and balancing property rights.

Policy was revised to address existing housing stock and 
existing residents.

H-P1,34,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Establish development regulations and 
incentives that provide an equitable supply of 
housing types, sizes, costs and densities 
which are affordable to all economic groups 
throughout the County
New Policy Coordinate with the City of Ellensburg to promote the development of 

affordable housing in the Ellensburg UGA.
These urban growth provide the most opportunity for 
growth, according to the land capacity and housing analysis 
and their proximity to necessary services make them ideal 
for medium to high density housing.

New Policy Coordinate with the City of Cle Elum to promote development of 
affordable housing in the Cle Elum UGA.

These urban growth provide the most opportunity for 
growth, according to the land capacity and housing analysis 
and their proximity to necessary services make them ideal 
for medium to high density housing.

New Policy Coordinate with the City of Ellensburg to expand subsidized housing 
opportunities in the Ellensburg UGA.

The housing needs assessment demonstrates a lack of 
affordable units across the County which requires 
subsidized or other housing programs to actually provide 
affordability to incomes 0-50% AMI.

New Policy Monitor development patterns around the Ellensburg UGA to reduce the 
potential for urban sprawl in rural areas.

The rural lands around the City of Ellensburg are at high risk 
for urban sprawl from the high growth expected from the 
City of Ellensburg. The County will need to monitor for 
indicators of urban sprawl.
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H-P2,34,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Promote a higher density of residential land 
uses by implementing innovative residential 
developments, such as cluster developments, 
master planned developments, and planned 
unit developments within urban growth areas. 

No recommended change.

New Policy Coordinate with Central Washington University to understand the 
County's ongoing role in supporting student and workforce housing.

The County will need to monitor housing needs as they 
relate to changing jobs markets and student population to 
understand how UGAs can support affordable housing 
options.

H-P3,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Identify lands within areas which are served by 
centralized water and sewer systems, paved 
streets, and have other public services 
provided to them which are suitable for higher 
density residential use, including multi-family 
and single family planned unit developments 
and clustered housing. 

No recommended change.

H-P4,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Promote and pursue grant opportunities to 
increase the supply and accessibility of 
housing for special needs populations.

No recommended change.

H-P5,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Adopt zoning and development regulations 
that support ongoing residential/mixed use 
development and the preservation or 
rehabilitation of existing housing stock and 
established neighborhood character.

No recommended change.

H-P6,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Promote the preservation, rehabilitation and 
reuse of historic structures for housing and 
other neighborhood compatible uses.

No recommended change.

H-P7,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Invest in the maintenance and expansion of 
water, sewer, streets, parks and fire protection 
services to adequate service levels in areas 
designated for higher density residential uses.

No recommended change.

New Policy Coordinate with resorts and other partners responsible for outdoor 
recreation destinations to understand how housing can be located  for 
access to outdoor recreation.

H-P8,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Encourage home ownership within the 
community.

No recommended change.
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H-P9,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Allow multi-family units and accessory 
dwelling units in mixed-use buildings within 
commercial zones.

County is reviewing this policy and may revise in the next draft of the 
comprehensive plan policies

The County is currently reviewing policies as they relate to 
development regulations.

New Policy Promote development regulations that encourage and incentivize design 
flexibility and pair with other incentives like fast-track processing and fee 
changes to improve likelihood of housing development as much as 
possible.

In order to address new housing requirements under HB 
1220 the County will need to increase the likelihood of 
housing development around UGAs in order to plan for and 
accommodate growth.

New Policy Promote a mix of on-site and off-site housing production in and around 
urban growth areas.

These different types of housing can provide different costs 
for developers which may increase the likelihood of 
development. Off-site production options can sometimes 
be a compatible solution in dispersed rural areas.

H-P10,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Improve accessibility and public services 
within areas compatible with group homes, 
foster homes, and other specialized care 
facilities.

No recommended change.

H-P11,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Evaluate the impact of proposed policies and 
procedures on the cost of developing, 
preserving or maintaining of residential units 
prior to adoption.

No recommended change.

H-P12,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Develop criteria for the use of density bonuses 
for new housing developments that include at 
least 10% affordable housing within urban 
growth areas.

County is reviewing this policy and may revise in the next draft of the 
comprehensive plan policies.

The County is currently reviewing policies as they relate to 
development regulations.

H-P13,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Coordinate with other agencies and non-
governmental organizations for the use of 
competitive subsidies and grants.

No recommended change.

H-P14,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Support the use of non-profit community 
housing that will own and lease land and/or 
structures to homeowners and guarantee 
permanent affordability of the homes in the 
event of resale

No recommended change.

H-P15,35,3.4 Housing 
Policies

Allow use of innovative technology in 
residential developments which promote 
sustainable practices and healthy lifestyles.

No recommended change.

RR-G1,83,8.2 Goals Open space and visual and natural landscape 
should predominate over the built environment

RR-G2,83,8.2 Goals Opportunities should exist for traditional rural 
lifestyle and rural based economies.
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RR-G3,83,8.2 Goals Spaces and development should be 
compatible with fish & wildlife habitat

RR-G4,83,8.2 Goals Undeveloped land should not be converted to 
development of sprawl and low density.

RR-G5,84,8.2 Goals Activities generally should not require 
extension of urban governmental services.

RR-G6,84,8.2 Goals Land use should be consistent with protection 
of surface and ground water flows and 
recharge/discharge areas.

RR-P1,84,8.3 Policies The County shall promote the retention of its 
overall character by establishing zoning 
classifications that preserve rural character 
identified to Kittitas County.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P2,84,8.3 Policies In order to protect and preserve Resource 
Lands, non-resource development and 
activities on adjacent Rural lands shall require 
preservation of adjacent vegetation, existing 
landforms (e.g. ravines) or use of other 
methods that provide functional separation 
from the resource land use.

Consolidate with new Goal RE-G1

RR-P3,84,8.3 Policies The use of cluster platting and conservation 
platting shall be encouraged in specific rural 
areas to lessen the impacts upon the 
environment and traditional 
agricultural/forestry uses and to provide 
services most economically. The use of other 
innovative land use techniques that protect 
rural character and resource land uses will be 
evaluated for future implementation.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P4,84,8.3 Policies A certain level of mixed uses in rural areas and 
rural service centers is acceptable and may 
include limited commercial, service, and rural 
industrial uses.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P5,84,8.3 Policies Protecting and preserving resource lands shall 
be given priority. Proposed development 
allowed and adjacent to resource lands shall 
be conditioned to protect resource lands from 
negative impacts from that development.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1
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RR-P6,85,8.3 Policies Allow for lands which offer adequate supply of 
rock and gravel resources located in areas 
compatible for such uses and conditioned so 
that operation does not negatively impact rural 
character

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P7,85,8.3 Policies Policies will be consistent with Kittitas 
County’s “right to farm” ordinance, 17.74 KCC.

Policies will be consistent with Kittitas County’s “right to farm” 
ordinance, 17.74 KCC.

If this already in the development regulations, a policy 
establishing consistency is not needed. Recommend 
mentioning in the existing conditions right-to-farm 
regulations.

RR-G7,87,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

The County should consistently work to 
preserve and maintain the rural character of 
Kittitas County for the benefit of its residents.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-G8,87,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

The County should strive to sustain and protect 
the westerly mountainous, recreational open 
space, and its easterly non-resource 
agricultural and rangeland activities.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-G9,87,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

The County should continue to explore ways to 
provide rural economic opportunity.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-G10,87,8.4.3 Purpose 
of Rural Lands

The County should look for opportunities for a 
variety of rural density and housing choices 
while maintaining rural character and 
protecting health and safety.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-G11,87,8.4.3 Purpose 
of Rural Lands

The County should provide for infrastructure 
and services necessary to rural development.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P8,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Incentive-based land use strategies will be 
examined and adopted to encourage land uses 
which are compatible to the rural environment.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P9,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Encourage development activities and 
establish development standards which 
enhance or result in the preservation of rural 
lands.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P10,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Allow for a variety of rural densities which 
maintain and recognize rural character, 
agricultural activities, rural community and 
development patterns, open spaces and 
recreational opportunities

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1
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RR-P11,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Only allow comprehensive plan amendments, 
rezones, bonus densities, and other measures 
that increase rural densities where adequate 
supplies of potable water are available that will 
not adversely affect surface and ground water 
and agriculture.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P12,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Set allowed densities based on the available 
water resources and reserve adequate 
resources to support the Kittitas County’s 
economic base, including agriculture.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P13,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Development shall be located distances from 
streams, rivers, lakes, wetlands, critical areas 
determined necessary and as outlined within 
existing Shorelines Management Program, the 
Critical Areas Ordinance and other adopted 
resource ordinances in order to protect ground 
and surface waters.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P14,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Uses common in rural areas of Kittitas County 
enhancing rural character, such as agriculture 
uses in Lower Kittitas and rural residential uses 
and recreation uses in Upper Kittitas shall be 
protected from activities which encumber 
them

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P15,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Give preference to land uses in Rural 
designated areas that are related to 
agriculture, rural residential development, 
tourism, outdoor recreation, and other open 
space activities

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P16,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Land use development within the Rural area 
that is not compatible with Kittitas County rural 
character or agricultural activities as defined in 
RCW 90.58.065(2)(a) will not be allowed.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P17,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Limit development in rural areas through 
density requirements that protect and maintain 
existing rural character, natural open space, 
critical areas, and recreation areas. Direct rural 
development to lands that have adequate 
public services

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1
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RR-P18,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Buffer standards and regulations should 
continue to be developed that will be used 
between incompatible rural uses.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P17,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Cottage and home occupations which are rural 
in nature are allowed within all rural land use 
designations and regulations. Impact upon 
surrounding environments and upon existing 
public services shall be considered when such 
industries are proposed.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P18,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Future “General Commercial” zones will not be 
allowed outside Urban Growth Areas and 
LAMIRDs.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P19,88,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Kittitas County will provide criteria within its 
zoning code to determine what uses will be 
permitted within rural zone classifications in 
order to preserve rural character.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P20,89,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Residential and commercial buildings outside 
Type 1 LAMIRDs will be located in areas 
buffered by vegetation to maintain Kittitas 
County’s historic rural character.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P21,89,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Functional separation and setbacks found 
necessary for the protection of water 
resources, rural character and/or visual 
compatibility with surrounding rural areas shall 
be required where development is proposed.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-P22,89,8.4.3 Purpose of 
Rural Lands

Provisions will be made for roadside stands, 
farmers’ markets, “U-pick,” and customer 
share cropping operations.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G1

RR-G12,89,8.4.4 Rural 
Designations

Permit residential development in rural areas 
which enhance and protect rural character

Permit residential development in rural areas which enhance and 
protect rural character

This policy is very broad, does not identify any county 
actions, and is already covered in the overall rural goals of 
the element. 

RR-G13,89,8.4.4 Rural 
Designations

Preserve and protect non-resource forests and 
agriculture lands which are dominant in Kittitas 
County.

Preserve and protect non-resource forests and agriculture lands which 
are dominant in Kittitas County.

This policy is very broad, does not identify any county 
actions, and is already covered in the overall rural goals of 
the element. 

RR-G14,89,8.4.4 Rural 
Designations

Provide opportunity for development for 
recreational purposes which are consistent 
with rural character and protect public health 
and safety.

Provide opportunity for development for recreational purposes which are 
consistent with rural character and protect public health and safety.

This policy is very broad, does not identify any county 
actions, and is already covered in the overall rural goals of 
the element. 
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RR-G15,89,8.4.4 Rural 
Designations

Provide opportunity for limited development of 
rural community.

Provide opportunity for limited development of rural community. This policy is very broad, does not identify any county 
actions, and is already covered in the overall rural goals of 
the element. 

RR-G16,92,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions

Allow for residential opportunity with rural 
character and a variety of densities outside 
UGAs without population expecting all urban 
services

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-G17,92,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions

Generally, provide services supporting rural 
development and lower population densities.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-G18,92,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions

Designate areas where lots are generally less 
than 10 acres in size and have a common land 
use pattern

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-G19,92,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions

Permit siting in areas generally without 
commercial activity

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-G20,92,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions

Protect residential activities from flooding 
areas and natural hazard areas

This policy is under review by the County and may be revised in the next 
draft of policies.

Policies relating to  hazards will be revised with the climate 
and resiliency element.

RR-G21,92,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions

Preserve views of open space while providing 
opportunity for variety of rural densities

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P23,92,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Municipal, or public urban services should not 
be extended outside of urban growth areas in 
Rural Lands. However, municipal services may 
be provided to a Master Planned Resort which 
is approved pursuant to County 
Comprehensive Plan policies and 
development regulations so long as all costs 
directly attributable to the extension of such 
services to the resort or community, including 
capacity increases, are fully borne by the resort 

 

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P24,92,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Residential development near water will limit 
impervious surfaces to the size necessary to 
conduct the allowed use proposed on the site.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P25,92,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

New rural residential development shall 
provide adequate water for domestic use.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2
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RR-P26,92,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Capital Facilities and Utilities may be sited, 
constructed, and operated by outside public 
service providers (or sited, constructed, and/or 
operated jointly with a Master Planned Resort 
(MPR), limited area of more intensive rural 
development (LAMIRD)) on property located 
outside of an urban growth area if such 
facilities and utilities are located within the 
boundaries of such resort or community which 
is approved pursuant to County 
Comprehensive Plan policies and 
development regulations.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P27,92,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Electric and natural gas transmission and 
distribution facilities may be sited in any areas 
of Kittitas County including “Rural” designated 
areas, municipalities, UGAs, Master Planned 
Resorts  and LAMIRDs

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P28,92,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Public services and public facilities 
established under RCW 36.70A.070(5)(d) are 
limited to just those necessary to serve the 
developed area boundaries and will not be 
allowed to expand into adjacent Rural Lands.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P29,92,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Essential public facilities as defined in RCW 
36.70A.200 shall be allowed located in rural 
lands when: 
The nature of the facility requires spaces for 
operation not commonly found in UGAs 
Can be self-supporting and not depend upon 
services of municipalities 
Operational needs require use of rural lands
Operation of such facilities will not affect the 
activity or nature of rural lands.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2
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RR-P30,93,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Clustering of development can only occur 
where it results in the protection of open space 
and protects against conflicts with the use of 
farming or other resource lands. When 
clustering of development is proposed on land 
that shares boundaries with public lands and 
provides existing public access to recreational 
uses on adjacent public lands, easements for 
public access connections shall be considered 
during development review. The open space 
portion of the cluster development shall be 
located to protect fish & wildlife habitat and 
migration corridors.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P31,93,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

County restrictions on free-running dogs shall 
be developed and enforced.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P32,93,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P33,93,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Residences will be located to create the least 
interference with the movement of farm 
vehicles and farmlands.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P34,93,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

The benefits of cluster residential development 
will be explored with criteria for such to occur 
in rural areas. Criteria, such as limited density, 
open space minimums and lot size maximums, 
will be developed to preserve the rural 
character existing in the area where clustering 
is proposed.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P35,93,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Cluster residential development in forested 
areas will be sited to maintain visual 
compatibility with the surrounding landscape 
and to limit the removal of natural vegetation 
and trees

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P36,93,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Planned Unit Developments (PUD) in rural 
areas will only be established where such 
developments will not result in high density 
environments which require urban services 
and reduce maintenance of rural character.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2
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RR-P37,93,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Innovative housing developments which 
preserve rural character will be encouraged.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P38,93,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Future amendments should consider placing 
more emphasis on public benefits that can be 
accessed and enjoyed by the general public, 
such as public access trails, publicly 
accessible formal and informal recreation 
features, and contiguous open space 
protected in perpetuity through conservation 
easements.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-P39,93,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions

Public benefits of cluster platting that are 
provided as Transfer Development Rights lots 
shall be specifically identified on recorded 
plats and maintained through easements, 
covenants, plat notes or other mechanisms.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G2

RR-G22,93,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Rural Working

Provide preservation of agriculture activities 
where producers can live and work on their 
own lands separate from Resource Lands.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-G23,93,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Rural Working

Support the continuation, whenever possible, 
of agriculture, timber and mineral uses on 
lands not designated for long-term commercial 
significance.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-G24,94,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Rural Working

Provide some buffer between rural residential 
lands and resource lands.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-G25,94,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Rural Working

Provide areas of low intensity land use 
activities within the agriculture and forest 
activities.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P40,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Conveyance instruments including plats and 
short plats, development permits and building 
permits, within 500 feet of land designated as 
Rural Working lands or Resource Lands shall 
contain a notice to potential buyers and 
residents as directed within RCW 
36 70A 060(1)(b)

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P41,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Right to farm ordinances will continue and new 
ordinances achieving the objective will be 
researched.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3
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RR-P42,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Irrigation delivery facilities should be managed 
and maintained to facilitate the unimpeded 
delivery of water to agricultural lands

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P43,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Kittitas County will continue to research new 
land use techniques such as Transfer 
Development Rights, Purchase of 
Development Rights and open space 
preservation tools to provide economic 
incentives to farmers to continue agriculture 
activities

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P44,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Planned Unit Developments (PUD) should be 
prohibited in Rural Working land zones.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P45,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Commercial/Industrial development in Rural 
Working lands shall be compatible to the rural 
environment, and must be developed as 
determined necessary to not significantly 
impact surface and groundwater

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P46,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Development standards for access, lot size 
and configuration, fire protection, water supply 
and dwelling unit location will be adopted for 
development within or adjacent to forest and 
agriculture lands

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P47,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Kittitas County will continue to research 
innovative incentive-based strategies – 
including tax incentives - that encourage and 
support farming activity.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P48,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Kittitas County will encourage voluntary farm 
conservation and agriculture preservation 
activities, and support activities engaged in 
agriculture preservation.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P49,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

In addition to the notice requirements in RCW 
36.70A.060(1)(b), non-farming residents 
should be informed on the practices of farming 
so that they are aware of the non-urban 
activities and impacts that occur in the 
agricultural environment.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3
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RR-P50,94,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Open ranges are a resource land not subject to 
nuisance complaints due to residential 
activity.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P51,95,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Working

Where proposed residential development is 
determined in conflict with natural resource 
activities, all mitigation measures to make the 
development compatible with the activities 
shall be completed and cost borne by the 
developer.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G3

RR-P52,95,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Liberty 
Historic District

The Liberty Historic District is in the Rural 
Working land use designation. To ensure 
compatibility with the historic district, 
development in the adjacent forest lands shall 
conform to any standards that assure 
compatibility

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P53,95,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Liberty 
Historic District

Future development in the historic district shall 
be primarily residential and be consistent with 
any existing or new design review standards.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-G26,95,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Rural Recreation

Maintain and enhance the extraordinary and 
expansive recreational opportunities in Kittitas 
County

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-G27,95,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Rural Recreation

Provide safe opportunities to develop public 
and private recreational spaces while 
preserving rural character

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-G28,95,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Rural Recreation

Increase rural tourist and rural recreational 
spaces while maintaining environments 
characteristic to rural areas

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-G29,95,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Rural Recreation

Allow for and encourage commercial activities 
characteristic to recreational activity while 
maintaining rural character

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-P54,96,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Recreation

Convenience and motorist services, when 
permitted near highway, freeway and major 
arterial intersections, shall be designed to be 
compatible with surrounding rural character.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-P55,96,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Recreation

The County should seek financial support from 
State and federal agencies to assist in 
providing for recreational area access and 
safety.

This policy is under review by the County and may be revised in the next 
draft of policies.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5
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RR-P56,96,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Recreation

Developments located for commercial, 
residential/recreational purposes, such as 
Master Planned Resorts or Planned Unit 
Developments, shall have adequate water, 
septic and public facilities to service such 
development without over-burdening the 
County public services

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-P57,96,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Recreation

Commercial service proposals in Rural 
Recreation areas shall have provisions within 
any conditional use decisions to assure 
compatibility with adjacent rural environments

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-P58,96,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Recreation

Developers should be required to approach 
project design which provides a visual rural 
environment characteristic of Kittitas County 
including preservation of open spaces, 
adequate buffering between development and 
natural areas, and preservation of critical areas 
and forested lands.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-P59,96,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Recreation

Rural recreation development should be 
promoted where there is potential for limited 
infill of seasonal recreation structure, in areas 
where seasonal structures are not uncommon, 
and upon soils and geologic conditions which 
can support structural development.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-P60,96,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Recreation

Consider incentive programs that create active 
and passive open space.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-P61,96,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Recreation

Commercial uses proposed for development 
to service recreational tourists and residents 
will be permitted in spaces when found to be 
suitable to surrounding rural areas.

Consolidate with new Goal RU-G5

RR-P62,96,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Recreation

International Wildland-Urban Interface Code 
should be enforced when approving a 
recreational residential structure for greatest 
protection of life and property.

This policy is under review by the County and may be revised in the next 
draft of policies.

Policies relating to  hazards will be revised with the climate 
and resiliency element.
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RR-P63,96,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Rural 
Recreation

Specific natural hazards in rural recreation 
areas shall be considered before creation of 
habitable or residential structure

This policy is under review by the County and may be revised in the next 
draft of policies.

Policies relating to  hazards will be revised with the climate 
and resiliency element.

RR-P64,97,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

MPRs should have a thorough review process 
prior to being located or designated and such 
review process should be phased, consistent, 
specific, and timely.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P65,97,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A MPR will be planned and designed by looking 
at the entire site or area and adjacent lands 
and communities.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P66,97,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A MPR should be designed in context with its 
surrounding environment, natural and man-
made. A MPR should not adversely affect 
surrounding lands in any significant way.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P67,97,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A variety of urban residential densities should 
be included in a MPR site design, providing 
efficient, compact residential land use. 
Residential uses may include single-family 
detached lots and multi-family and attached 
residential structures. Clustering of residential 
units in a manner that preserves open space is 
strongly encouraged. Overall MPR density shall 
not exceed an average of one unit per acre. 
Non-urban residential densities are 
appropriate within a MPR if they promote and 
are linked to the on-site recreational features 
and value of the resort

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P68,97,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A MPR application should include a clear and 
detailed mapped description of how the 
development phases of the MPR fit together. 
Estimated timelines for site development, 
building construction and all necessary public 
and private capital facilities, utilities, and 
services should be provided.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P69,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A MPR should be physically and, for the most 
part, visually separated from the nearest 
developed area

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6
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RR-P70,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A substantial physical buffer should be 
included in a MPR’s internal site design, 
allowing adjacent lands to be separated from 
the MPR so that activities within the MPR 
create no significant increases in ambient 
noise, reductions in air quality, or visual 
alterations outside the MPR. To the extent 
possible, natural features such as water 
bodies, vegetation cover, slopes, or existing 
man-made features should be utilized as the 
MPR’s buffer. The actual width of a MPR’s 
buffer should be evaluated to determine the 
appropriate separation from adjacent lands. 
The term “substantial physical buffer” is 
intended to mean more than one�hundred feet 
between a MPR’s perimeter and adjacent 
lands

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P71,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A MPR should maintain and enhance the 
physical environment. Planning for a MPR 
should be based on natural systems, 
constraints, and opportunities. Design 
characteristics should consider the overall 
context of the MPR, maintaining a common 
character throughout the project, which blends 
with natural features on�site.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P72,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

An application for a MPR, a sub-area plan for 
an existing resort, should include site plans 
depicting the locations and describing the 
attributes of all on-site and surrounding natural 
features, critical plant and animal habitats, 
and potentially hazardous areas. The plan 
should propose opportunities to integrate the 
site’s natural amenities with the proposed built 
amenities.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6
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RR-P73,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Historic and archeological features are to be 
preserved. Serious consideration should be 
given to whether such features could be 
appropriately integrated into a MPR’s proposed 
features as valuable attributes.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P74,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A design theme for a MPR may be appropriate 
but is not required. However, multiple 
discordant themes should be avoided.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P75,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Natural and man-made recreational facilities 
and opportunities shall be the central focus of 
a MPR.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P76,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Recreational facilities will be included with 
initial development phases of a MPR.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P77,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Recreational facilities and visitor 
accommodations should be phased along with 
other types of development within a MPR.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P78,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A MPR will include significant recreational 
areas and facilities on-site so that the use of 
off-site recreational areas and facilities by 
resort visitors and associated impacts are 
minimized

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P79,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A MPR will have a primary focus on short-term 
visitor accommodations, including vacation 
and second homes. Other residential uses may 
be permitted within a MPR if such uses are 
integrated into and support the on-site 
recreational nature of the resort.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P80,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Short-term visitor accommodations should 
constitute more than fifty percent (50%) of all 
resort accommodation units.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P81,98,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Short-term visitor accommodations, such as 
hotel rooms, should be included with the first 
and initial phases of a MPR development.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6
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RR-P82,99,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

An adequate supply of affordable employee 
housing within a MPR, or within a reasonable 
distance of a MPR, should be demonstrated. If 
this supply cannot be demonstrated, steps 
should be taken to mitigate the lack of 
affordable housing supply, so that an 
unreasonable burden is not placed on the 
affordable housing markets of surrounding 
communities. A MPR’s ability to hire local 
residents should be taken into account in 
determining whether an “adequate supply” of 
affordable housing is available.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P83,99,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Retail and commercial services should be 
designed to serve only the users of the MPR 
and should be limited in scope and location to 
serve only as ancillary uses within the MPR.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P84,99,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Retail and commercial services offered on-site 
by a MPR should not duplicate the full range of 
commercial services available in adjacent 
communities. Retail and commercial services 
offered on-site by a MPR should be designed to 
discourage use from outside the MPR by 
locating such services well within the MPR site 
rather than on its perimeter.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P85,99,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

A full-range of commercial services should 
only be provided within the urban growth areas 
of the surrounding region.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P86,99,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Adequate security, fire suppression and first 
aid facilities and services should be provided 
on-site, taking into account the emergency 
facilities and levels of service available from 
the County sheriff and local fire and emergency 
medical districts

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P87,99,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

MPR community sewer, water and stormwater 
facilities (including associated treatment 
facilities) will be provided on-site and should 
be limited to meeting the needs of the MPR.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6
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RR-P88,99,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Public facilities, utilities, and services will be 
provided to the MPR so long as all costs 
associated with such extensions, capacity 
increases, and services are borne by the MPR. 
Such public facilities, utilities, and service 
providers may include the County, the cities 
and towns within the County, water and sewer 
districts, and owners of water systems.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P89,99,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

MPR facilities, utilities, and services should be 
designed to accommodate only the projected 
needs of the resort users. Because a resort is 
fully occupied only occasionally, MPR facilities 
and utilities need not be designed to meet peak 
user occupancy demands and should rely in 
part on storage and other appropriate 
mechanisms and technology to meet peak 
demands.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P90,99,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Construction of a MPR and all necessary 
on�site and off-site capital facilities and 
utilities infrastructure will be concurrent, but 
may be provided in phases to meet the needs 
of development phases as constructed and 
utilized

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P91,99,8.4.5 Rural Land 
Use Descriptions: Master 
Planned Resorts

Impacts to public services should be fully 
reviewed and fair and proportionate mitigation 
provided by the MPR.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P92,100,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Master Planned Resorts

All school district facility and service impacts 
should be mitigated by the MPR on a fair and 
proportionate basis. Review and mitigation of 
impacts on affected school districts may take 
into consideration the relatively low student 
population typically generated by a MPR.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6
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RR-P93,100,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Master Planned Resorts

County road standards should be followed for 
on-site and off-site roadways and access 
points; provided, however that some flexibility 
with respect to on-site road design standards 
may be appropriate if the MPR’s natural 
features and critical areas are to be 
maintained. Administrative variance 
procedures should be utilized for this purpose.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P94,100,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Master Planned Resorts

At all times, MPR road standards will meet the 
minimum safety standards adopted by the 
County Fire Marshal.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P95,100,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Master Planned Resorts

On-site roadway and access costs should be 
fully borne by the MPR, and off-site road 
impacts should be mitigated by the MPR in 
proportion to its demonstrated impacts, 
including secondary impacts

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P96,100,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Master Planned Resorts

Traffic impacts of the MPR, on-site and 
between the MPR and nearby areas of interest, 
should be mitigated by appropriate measures, 
e.g., transit/shuttle services, pedestrian and 
bicycle trails, etc.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-P97,100,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Master Planned Resorts

All external road connection points with the 
MPR should be determined through review 
agreements with affected agencies and local 
governments in the region

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G6

RR-G30,100,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

Establish areas of community pattern that 
accommodate community activities without 
having to incorporate

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7

RR-G31,100,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

Provide opportunity for residential infill which 
provides a variety of housing and yet maintains 
rural character

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7

RR-G32,100,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

Provide for rural community settings which do 
not require urban level services and maintain 
existing rural development patterns that have 
existed for long periods

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7
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RR-P98,101,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

The County should allow for designation of 
LAMIRDs in the rural area, consistent with the 
requirements of the GMA.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7

RR-P99,101,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

The following factors should be considered 
when designating a LAMIRD and establishing 
boundaries: 
a) Existing development pattern, potential for 
redevelopment and infill, and for Type 1 
LAMIRDs the ability to establish a logical outer 
boundary; 
b) Rural character of the potential LAMIRD and 
surrounding area; 
c) Existing and potential mix of uses, densities 
and intensities and potential impacts to the 
surrounding area; 
d) Presence/location of infrastructure and 
other “man-made” facilities; 
e) Distance from other LAMIRD, UGA, 
designated resource land or other special land 
use designation. If in close proximity, consider 
the potential for sprawl, and/or land use 
conflicts; 
f) Feasibility, cost and need for public services; 
g) Significant natural constraints or features to 
be preserved; and 

    

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7

RR-P100,101,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

Once boundaries are established, geographic 
expansion will not be permitted unless needed 
based on one or more of the following criteria: 
a) to correct for mapping errors, or 
b) to correct for other informational errors, or 
c) when otherwise consistent with the 
requirements of GMA.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7
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RR-P101,102,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

Allow inclusion of undeveloped land in 
LAMIRDs for limited infill, development or 
redevelopment when consistent with rural 
provisions of the Growth Management Act.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7

RR-P102,102,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

Require that development or redevelopment 
harmonize with the rural character of the 
surrounding areas.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7

RR-P103,102,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

Recognize that public services will continue to 
be provided at a rural level of service. Public 
services and facilities will not be provided in a 
manner that allows low-density sprawl.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7

RR-P104,102,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

Development densities, intensities or uses that 
require urban level of services should not be 
allowed

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7

RR-P105,102,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

Continue to protect the long-term viability of 
designated forest, mineral and agricultural 
resource lands.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7

RR-P106,102,8.4.5 Rural 
Land Use Descriptions: 
Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development (LAMIRDs)

Strip commercial development along State and 
County roads will not be permitted in any 
LAMIRD

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G7
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RR-P107,103,8.5.1 
Planning of Resource Lands

Conserve important natural resource lands 
with the implementation of a Transfer of 
Development Rights program, a market-based 
tool in which land owners volunteer to sell the 
right to develop their land to areas where 
greater density is more appropriate, 
permanently conserving specified natural 
resource lands.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G1

RR-P108,103,8.5.1 
Planning of Resource Lands

Development standards for lot size and 
configuration, fire protection, water supply and 
structure location will be adopted for land use 
activity within or adjacent to resource lands.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G1

RR-P109,103,8.5.1 
Planning of Resource Lands

Kittitas County will continue to research 
innovative incentive-based ordinances that 
encourage and preserve resource land activity.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G1

RR-P110,103,8.5.1 
Planning of Resource Lands

Open ranges are a resource land not subject to 
nuisance complaints due to residential activity

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G1

RR-P111,103,8.5.1 
Planning of Resource Lands

The County should research tax incentives that 
encourage the establishment and continuance 
of resource land protection and preservation.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G1

RR-P112,103,8.5.1 
Planning of Resource Lands

Where proposed development is determined 
incompatible with natural resource activities, 
all mitigation measures to make the 
development compatible with the activities 
shall be completed at expense of the 
developer

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G1

RR-P113,103,8.5.1 
Planning of Resource Lands

Forest land and agricultural land located within 
UGAs should not be designated by a county or 
a city as forest land or agricultural land of long-
term commercial significance, unless the city 
or county has enacted a program authorizing 
transfer or purchase of development rights

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G1
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RR-P114,103,8.5.1 
Planning of Resource Lands

Lands designated commercial agriculture or 
commercial forest lands should not be used to 
expand an urban growth area or designated as 
future urban growth expansion areas.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G1

RR-P115,103,8.5.1 
Planning of Resource Lands

Ongoing agriculture and forestry activities in 
rural working and resource lands should not be 
unduly restricted by development regulations.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G1

RR-P116,106,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County will oppose laws and regulations 
which restrict agriculture and support laws and 
regulations which enhance agriculture.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P117,106,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should develop a study area where 
the various Rural land use designations and 
the Commercial Agriculture designation 
interface occurs which may lead to the 
development of a Commercial Agriculture 
Transition Zone overlay. The study area should 
consider but not be limited to: 
Strategies that site land use activities within or 
adjacent to Commercial Agriculture lands that 
minimize conflicts with agricultural activities. 
Effectiveness of Transfer of Development 
Rights from Commercial Agriculture to Rural 
lands. 
Use of Cluster Development to minimize 
impacts. 
Use of open space to act as a “buffer” between 
Rural and Commercial Agriculture 
designations.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P118,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

Continue and expand support for right-to-farm 
ordinances.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P119,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should promote the preservation of 
agricultural activities through programs that 
encourage long-term ownership and 
production on agricultural lands

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

Visit https://www.kittitascounty2026.com/ for more information. To provide public comment on public draft policies email: cds@co.kittitas.wa.us Page 38



Land Use, Rural, Resource, Housing Elements PRELIMINARY DRAFT POLICY REVIEW 
Red Text = new language proposed, Strike through text is proposed to be removed,

Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan Periodic Update

Goal/Policy, Page 
Number, Subheading

Comprehensive Plan - Policy (Full Text 
Copied from 2021 Plan) Proposed Policy Change or Proposed New Policy Notes/Reasoning from Consultant

RR-P120,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

Kittitas County recognizes that new residents 
may not understand the rural living differences 
encountered in Kittitas County; therefore, the 
County supports the efforts of educational 
opportunities and agencies to educate on rural 
living and agricultural activities of long term 
significance.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P121,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should encourage development 
projects whose outcome will be the significant 
conservation of farmlands.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P122,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should identify and designate 
agriculture transportation corridors that 
facilitate farm use.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P123,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should participate in sound 
voluntary farm conservation or preservation 
plans (i.e., be recipients and overseers for 
conservation easements and/or assist with 
transferable development rights programs).

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P124,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should look into additional tax 
incentives to retain productive agricultural 
lands

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P125,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should create a growth 
management agricultural advisory council 
comprised only of agriculture producers to 
review and make recommendations to the 
Board of County Commissioners on at least an 
annual basis over the coming 20 years on: 
a) the status of agriculture in Kittitas County, 
b) County agriculture policies and regulations, 
c) local agriculture marketing and economic 
planning, and 
d) review and make recommendations 
regarding zoning and development regulations.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2
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RR-P126,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

Current agricultural uses in urban residential 
areas should continue to be allowed as the 
lands transition to urban residential uses.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P127,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should provide for flexible use of 
agricultural lands that are located in areas with 
limited or no irrigation.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P128,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County will continue to support 
development and implementation of the 
Yakima Basin Integrated Management Plan to 
support water supply for agricultural lands

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G2

RR-P129,107,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use: Incentives for 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should establish an agricultural 
advisory commission to advise the BOCC on 
agricultural issues.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G3

RR-P130,108,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use: Incentives for 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should develop incentives for 
farming and ranching to continue as significant 
land uses, for example, innovative cluster 
platting, transfer of development rights, and 
planned unit developments, and agricultural 
commercial binding site plan for agriculture-
supporting uses.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G3

RR-P131,108,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use: Incentives for 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

The County should work with landowners to 
ensure waters in naturally occurring ponds and 
springs (with no surface connection to a 
stream) are retained for stock water uses when 
they are on or adjacent to lands used as 
pasture or range for livestock.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G3

RR-P132,108,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use: Incentives for 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

Where appropriate, Kittitas County will exert its 
influence to help provide the delivery of water 
to all lands within the County.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G3

RR-P133,108,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use: Incentives for 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

Encourage all development to incorporate 
drought tolerant or native vegetation as a major 
component of their landscaping plan (i.e. 
xeriscaping)

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G3
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RR-P134,108,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use: Incentives for 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

To the extent possible the Board of County 
Commissioners shall promote processing 
facilities for the products produced upon those 
lands designated as Commercial Agricultural 
under this Chapter and WAC 365.190.050 (6).

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G3

RR-P135,108,8.5.2 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use: Incentives for 
Commercial Agriculture 
Land Use

All plats, short plats, development permits, 
and building permits issued for development 
activities on, or within five hundred feet of, 
lands designated as agricultural lands, forest 
lands, or mineral resource lands, shall contain 
a notice that states that: “The subject property 
is within or near designated agricultural lands, 
forest lands, or mineral resource lands on 
which a variety of commercial activities and 
mineral operations may occur that are not 
compatible with residential development for 
certain periods of limited duration. 
Commercial natural resource activities and/or 
mineral operations performed in accordance 
with County, State and federal laws are not 
subject to legal action as public nuisances.” 
(RCW 7.48.305)

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G3

RR-P136,111,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

The County should promote active 
management of lands to create and maintain 
healthy forests through support of related 
infrastructure.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P137,111,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

Classification and designation of Forest Lands 
of Long-Term Commercial Significance shall be 
made to maintain and enhance natural 
resource-based industries, including 
productive timber industries.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4
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RR-P138,111,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

Any proposal for de-designation of commercial 
forestlands shall be subject to a cumulative 
impacts analysis, including the size and 
ownership of the commercial forestlands 
remaining in the County, the needs of the local 
forest products industry and impacts to those 
needs by the proposed de-designation, and the 
potential benefits that may result from the 
proposed de-designation including higher 
property taxes and economic stimulus.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P139,111,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

The County should encourage incentives and 
alternatives to keep working forests viable by 
considering when feasible emerging markets 
such as carbon sequestration, Transfer of 
Development Rights, Bio-fuel and bio-energy 
production that offset the loss of the traditional 
log and special forest product markets.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P140,111,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

Resource activities performed in accordance 
with County, State and federal laws should not 
be subject to legal actions as public nuisances

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P141,112,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

The County should support and encourage the 
maintenance of commercial forest lands in 
timber and current use property tax 
classifications consistent with RCW 84.28, 
84.33 and 84.34

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P142,112,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

Kittitas County will support local forest 
landowners seeking regulatory relief in order to 
help them remain economically viable.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P143,112,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

Land use activities within or adjacent to 
commercial forest land will be sited and 
designed to minimize conflicts with forest 
management and other activities on 
commercial forestlands

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4
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RR-P144,112,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

Kittitas County will encourage rural 
developments in the Wildland Urban Interface 
(WUI) and the owners of adjacent commercial 
forest lands to develop Community Wildfire 
Protection Plans (CWPPs).

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P145,112,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

When appropriate, the County will encourage 
cluster developments on adjacent non-
commercial forestlands so that open space 
buffers adjacent forestland from development

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P146,112,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

Kittitas County will advocate active 
management of Federal and State forest lands 
to create and maintain healthy, fire-safe 
forests

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P147,112,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

It is the policy of the County to encourage the 
continuation of commercial forest 
management by: 
a) supporting land trades that result in 
consolidated forest ownerships; and 
b) working with forest managers to identify and 
develop other incentives for continued 
forestry; and 
c) encouraging and supporting a local and 
regional infrastructure of manufacturing 
facilities that use wood products within an 

    

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4
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RR-P148,112,8.5.3 
Commercial Forest Land 
Use

The County shall require that all plats, short 
plats, development permits, and building 
permits issued for development activities on, 
or within five hundred feet of, lands designated 
as Commercial Forest lands contain a notice 
that states that: “The subject property is within 
or near designated agricultural lands, forest 
lands, or mineral resource lands on which a 
variety of commercial activities and mineral 
operations may occur that are not compatible 
with residential development for certain 
periods of limited duration. Commercial 
natural resource activities and/or mineral 
operations performed in accordance with 
County, State and federal laws are not subject 
or legal action as public nuisances.”

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RU-G4

RR-P149,114,8.5.4 
Commercial Mineral 
Resource Lands

The County should allow for extraction of 
mineral resources where such extraction does 
not significantly impact other natural 
resources

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G5

RR-P150,114,8.5.4 
Commercial Mineral 
Resource Lands

When the County reviews proposed new land 
uses that have the potential to conflict with 
commercial mining activities, such as 
residential subdivisions, consideration of both 
surface and mineral rights ownership should 
be included in the review

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G5

RR-P151,114,8.5.4 
Commercial Mineral 
Resource Lands

New uses, such as residential and commercial 
uses, conflicting with existing commercial 
mining activities in designated mineral 
resource areas shall be required to locate 
away from such mining activities.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G5
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RR-P152,114,8.5.4 
Commercial Mineral 
Resource Lands

The County shall require that all plats, short 
plats, development permits, and building 
permits issued for development activities on, 
or within five hundred feet of, lands designated 
as mineral resource lands, shall contain a 
notice that states that: “The subject property is 
within or near designated mineral resource 
lands on which a variety of commercial 
activities and mineral operations may occur 
that are not compatible with residential 
development for certain periods of limited 
duration. Commercial natural resource 
activities and/or mineral operations performed 
in accordance with County, State and federal 
laws are not subject or legal action as public 
nuisances.”

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G5

RR-P153,114,8.5.4 
Commercial Mineral 
Resource Lands

The impact of potential residential/commercial 
development upon Mineral Resource Lands of 
Long-term Significance shall be considered 
when determining the compatibility of the 
proposed development within the Rural area.

No recommended change. Consolidate with new Goal RE-G5
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